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Mr. Chairman and members of the IOC Programme Commission,  
 
It is with great pride that we present to you our response to the 2016 Olympic 
Programme Review.  The entire world of golf is united behind our effort.  We are one 
sport and one team, sharing a single voice with one objective - to return golf to the 
Olympic Programme.  The International Golf Committee created the Olympic Golf 
Committee, which is composed of the world’s seven leading golf organisations - the 
Ladies’ Professional Golf Association, the Masters Tournament, the PGA European 
Tour, the PGA of America, the PGA TOUR, The R&A and the United States Golf 
Association.  The IGF Olympic Golf Committee was created to ensure a single point 
of focus for Olympic golf, to take the lead role in this process as well as coordinating 
and managing golf on the Olympic Programme should we be fortunate enough to 
achieve our goal. 
 
Our innovative approach is exemplified by the IGF's achievement of unifying its 119 
member federations in this Olympic effort and bringing together the seven members 
of the IGF Olympic Golf Committee.  Together, we and over 60 million participants 
worldwide as well as golf’s top athletes are all working to make Golf’s Olympic dream 
a reality.  
 
Perhaps nothing better exemplifies this desire more than our stated commitment to 
adjust golf’s summer major championship schedule, if necessary, in order to 
participate in the 2016 Olympic Games.  Under the leadership of the IGF, and in 
conjunction with its 119 member organisations, this pledge is just one example of our 
unity and sincerity in golf’s Olympic effort.  
  
All seven members of the IGF Olympic Golf Committee have pledged their 
commitment of bringing golf to the Olympic Games.  Additionally, we have formed an 
IGF Professional Golf Advisory Committee which is made up of sixteen other leading 
professional golf tour and teaching organisations from around the world in order to 
ensure the IGF Olympic Golf Committee’s objective and the associated activities to 
achieve it are consistent and in keeping with the values of both golf and the Olympic 
Movement.   Never before, in both mind and spirit, have all levels of golf around the 
world been so united towards a single goal. 
 
The values of excellence, honour and fair play are the essence of all great sport and 
they are best demonstrated by the performance of athletes, not merely by the rules 
of the game.  Golf is fortunate that the rules of our game both instruct and inspire its 
participants in these key, core values which make sport such a powerful force for 
good. 
 
 
 



We are honoured to have this opportunity for consideration to return golf to the 
Olympic Programme.  Thank you very much on behalf of the many organizations, 
professional and amateur athletes and millions of golf participants and fans around 
the world who helped bring our 2016 Olympic Programme bid to fruition.   
  
Sincerely, 
IGF Olympic Golf Committee  
 

 
 
 

Ty Votaw-Executive Director 
 
 
 
 

Peter Dawson- Joint Secretary 
 

 
 
 

David B. Fay-Joint Secretary 
 
 
 

James H. Armstrong-The Masters Tournament 
 
 
 
 

Carolyn F. Bivens-LPGA 
 

 
 
 

Timothy W. Finchem-PGA TOUR 
 
 
 
 

George O’Grady- PGA European Tour 
 
 
 
 

Joseph Steranka-PGA of America 
 
 


